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 SAFETY ALERT 
‘Heidts’-brand Suspension Arm Issue 

 
A lower suspension A-arm (arm) manufactured by Heidts Hot Rod and Muscle Car Parts of the USA 
(Heidts) has been identified as being of substandard design and made with materials below the minimum 
required specifications. These arms have been shown to be unable to withstand the loads imposed on 
them in use, and are bending at the point where the coil-over shock absorber mount attaches to the arm. 
 
These Heidts-brand suspension arms (pictured) cannot be LVV certified. 
 
An A-arm was brought to LVVTA’s attention which was fitted to an imported 1940 Ford Coupe, that was 
undergoing some remedial work. It was noticed that one of the lower front suspension arms was badly 
bent at the point where the coil-over shock mount attached to the lower arm. Further inspection of the 
front end showed the lower arms are poorly-designed (particularly in relation to the attachment of the 
lower end of the coil-over to the arm), and were fitted with a below-spec 7/16” coil-over through-bolt. It 
was therefore no surprise that the lower arm bent under load.  
 
From LVVTA’s investigations into the Heidts 
range of front suspension products, it 
would appear these arms are only available 
for purchase as individual items, not as part 
of a complete custom independent front 
suspension (IFS) assembly. The only Heidts 
suspension arms which are the same as 
those found on the Ford Coupe, are the 
arms sold as individual arm sets, offered as 
direct replacement arms for the Mustang II 
(specifically to enable the Mustang to be 
retro-fitted with a coil-over shock 
suspension system to replace the separate 
spring and shock). The arms fitted to the 
Ford Coupe were never part of a completed 
Heidts IFS assembly and may not have been 
intended to be fitted to a vehicle that size. 
 
This substandard lower-specification arm design is easy to spot, as it has the coil-over through-bolt tubes 
welded through the lower arm tube section (as shown above), which fundamentally weakens the arm. The 
other Heidts lower arms found in complete IFS assemblies either have a large ‘platform’ on the lower arm 
to mount the spring, or a tube for a coil-over shock that mounts to the under-side of the lower arm. 
 
LVV Certifiers should use best endeavours to ensure that an IFS presented as a recognised manufacturer 
IFS meets all of the applicable technical requirements contained within the NZ Car Construction Manual, 
and also that the IFS is a complete matching assembly, and not a mixture of various parts that may not 
have been intended to work together. 


